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Dr.	 Katherine	 Houpt	 almost	 didn’t	 make	 it	 to	 Penn	 Vet.	
“I	 had	 a	 boyfriend	 who	 didn’t	 approve,”	 she	 explained.	 “I	







to-be	 and	 future	 research	 collaborator.	 “They	 assigned	 a	
faculty	 member	 to	 show	 us	 around	 the	 Penn	 campus—





Houpt	 was	 one	 of	 five	 women	 to	 graduate	 in	 1963.	 “I	
really	had	a	good	time	in	vet	school,”	she	said.	Two	of	her	
classmates—the	late	Drs.	 Joan	O’Brien	and	Jeffie	Roszel—







1993	 by	 Board	 Certification	 as	 a	 charter	 diplomate	 of	 the	




used	 textbook	 Domestic Animal Behavior,	 and	 lecturing	
around	 the	 world.	 She	 is	 most	 proud	 of	 her	 studies	 in	
equine	 behavior;	 in	 particular,	 the	 physiological	 basis	 of	
equine	ingestive	and	maternal	behaviors.
Although	she	became	the	first	woman	appointed	to	a	full	
professorship	 at	 Cornell’s	 College	 of	 Veterinary	 Medicine,	
her	 initial	 application	 for	 tenure,	 despite	 impressive	
credentials,	 was	 not	 approved.	 “That	 was	 probably	 the	
most	 challenging	 year	 of	 my	 life,”	 she	 said,	 noting	 that	
in	 the	 late	 1970s	 and	 early	 1980s	 “there	 was	 still	 a	 lot	 of	
prejudice	against	women.	But	as	soon	as	the	barriers	came	
down,	they	just	flocked	into	the	profession.”
In	 1978,	 she	 wrote	 about	 this	 trend	 in	 the	 article	 “Equal	
Opportunity	 in	 Action:	 Veterinary	 Medicine,	 A	 Success	
Story”	 for	 Veterinary Medicine/Small Animal Clinician.	




At	 Cornell,	 she	 served	 as	 a	 Professor	 from	 1989	 to	 2005,	
followed	 by	 four	 years	 as	 James	 Law	 Professor	 of	 Animal	





“I thought I w
as taking 
a vow of celi
bacy when I 
went to vet s
chool.”
Dr. Katherine A. Houp
t






rom left to rig
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